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The explanation of the true Sabian religion, as
preserved in the remnant of a religious sect in Bafyy-
lonia, was reserved for another hand. Whilst Chwol-'
sohn was clearing up the obscurities surrounding
the name of Sabian, and explaining the character-
istics of the adoptive Sabians of Harran, Peter-
mann was travelling in Mesopotamia, studying the
true Sabians (or Mandseans, as they call themselves)
in situ, learning their language, and taking down
'their traditions and doctrines from Priest Yahya, the
most learned man of the sect. The results of these
researches^ appeared in his " Travels " in 1860, and
seven years later he published the text of the great
scripture of the Sabians, which Nbrberg had imper-
fectly edited before, whilst Dr. Euting performed the
same service for another of their sacred books. Peter-
mann's writings still form the highest authority on
the true Sabian religion, and the publication of
accurate editions of the Sabian scriptures enabled
other scholars to investigate the mythology and *
legends in detail, and finally gave Professor Theodor
Noldeke the means of making an exhaustive study
of the Sabian language, and to collect the most im-
portant results of his investigations in his "Man-
daische Grrammatik." The linguistic importance of
the sect would alone make them worthy of careful
study. They speak an Aramaic dialect closely allied
to Syriac and Chaldee,. but much freer from foreign
influences than either. Whilst Syriac shows in many
ways the effect of Greek influence, and Chaldee is
obviously deeply affected by its greater ^Hebrew kins-